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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 045176 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: JA 

SUBJECT: STRAUSS/USHIBA FOLLOWUP: BEEF TEAM 

REF: TOKYO 2712 

1 . EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORM GOJ, AT APPROPRIATE HIGH 
LEVEL, OF OUR DISMAY OVER NEWS THAT MAF OFFICIALS WILL HAVE 
VIRTUALLY NO TIME TO MEET WITH BEEF TEAM WEEK OF MARCH 12. 

THIS NEWS IS PARTICULARLY DISTURBING BECAUSE TEAM PREVIOUS- 
LY HAD TO POSTPONE PLANS TO ARRIVE IN FEBRUARY ON ACCOUNT 
OF INVOLVEMENT OF MAF OFFICIALS IN BUDGET HEARINGS. IN 
PLANNING FOR MARCH VISIT, WE HAD THOUGHT THAT WITH ALMOST 
ONE MONTH S ADVANCE NOTICE, GOJ CERTAINLY WOULD HAVE 
ADEQUATE TIME TO SCHEDULE MEETINGS WITHOUT UNDULY DISRUPT- 
ING OTHER WORK. 
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2. ALTHOUGH MEETINGS WITH TRADE REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE 
USEFUL, PRINCIPAL MEETINGS SHOULD BE WITH MAF AND LIPC 
PURPOSE OF VISIT, AFTER ALL, IS TO OBTAIN CLARIFICATION 
ON HOW GOJ INTENDS TO IMPLEMENT AGREEMENT TO INCREASE 
IMPORTS OF HIGH QUALITY BEEF BY 10,000 TONS. WE PRESUME 
THAT ONLY MAF AND LIPC OFFICIALS CAN PROVIDE SUCH 
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CLARIFICATION. 

3. MOTAI'S FORMULATION END OF PARA 3 OF REFTEL ON TEAM'S 
VISIT SOUNDS LIKE FOOT DRAGGING. MARCH DATE WAS SET ON 
BASIS THAT GOJ WOULD BE PREPARED TO IMPLEMENT ITS 
IMPORT PROGRAM FOR HIGH QUALITY BEEF NEXT FISCAL YEAR 
WHICH BEGINS APRIL 1. POSTPONEMENT OF TEAM VISIT 

TO NEXT FISCAL YEAR, OR FAILURE OF TEAM TO MEET WITH 
APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS AND TO OBTAIN CLARIFICATION ON 
IMPORT PROGRAM. WOULD CERTAINLY SERVE TO INCREASE 
SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH GOJ INTENDS 
TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON STRAUSS/USHIBA AGREEMENT. 

4. PLEASE INFORM OF GOJ REACTION TO ABOVE POINTS. VANCE 
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